
 
 
Job Title: Director of Major Gifts, Fairfield College Preparatory School (Fairfield, CT) 
 
Position Overview: Fairfield College Preparatory School, a Jesuit, Catholic all-boys high school, seeks a 
dynamic and strategic Director of Major Gifts to lead our Major Gifts team. Reporting to the Associate 
Vice President for Advancement, this pivotal role will drive the school's major gift fundraising eLorts, 
manage and mentor two frontline gift oLicers, and support our ambitious campaign goals.  
 
Key Responsibilities: 
 
Leadership and Team Management:  

• Lead, support, and mentor a team of two major gifts oLicers, promoting a culture of 
collaboration, high achievement, and professional growth.  

• Focus and prioritize the work of gift oLicers to match annual and campaign fundraising goals, 
establishing clear annual fundraising metrics for gift oLicers, including expectations for visits, 
proposals submitted, total dollars raised, and pledges received. 

• Provide staL support to the AVP for the Board of Governors Advancement Committee, and other 
fundraising volunteer committees as appropriate.  

 
Major Gift Fundraising and Campaign Support:  

• Support the execution of campaign fundraising eLorts, working in collaboration with the AVP for 
Advancement, the advancement team, and senior leadership to ensure optimal donor 
engagement and steady progression in meeting campaign goals.  

• Strategically create and implement goals for major/principal gifts annual fundraising for current 
use, endowment, campaign, and special projects.  

• Identify, cultivate, solicit, and steward a portfolio of high-level donors.  
• In collaboration with the AVP and Director of Annual Giving, develop and lead strategies for 

building out Prep’s McAuliLe Society (planned giving). 
• Working closely with the AVP, support the President in his role as chief fundraiser, serving as an 

advisor in cultivation and solicitation strategies for donors and prospects. Ensure that the 
President is eLectively staLed for fundraising events and donor meetings, and that his time is 
optimally, eLiciently, and appropriately leveraged.  

• Ensure eLective stewardship of major donors, including regular communication, 
acknowledgment, and reporting on the impact of their gifts. 

• Develop and implement strategies for donor recognition and appreciation to enhance long-term 
relationships. 

 
Strategic Planning and Reporting: 

• In concert with the directors of annual giving and alumni/family engagement, contribute to the 
development of the Advancement team’s strategic plan and annual goals. 

• Provide regular reports and updates to the AVP for Advancement and senior leadership on 
progress towards fundraising targets, donor engagement, and campaign outcomes. 

 
 
 



Requirements:  
• A bachelor’s degree and 8-10 years of progressively responsible fundraising and leadership 

experience in advancement or related field.  
• A proven track record of success in securing six, seven, and eight figure gifts.  
• Prior experience working with comprehensive campaigns, ideally in a school setting.  
• Strong leadership, interpersonal, organizational, problem-solving skills with attention to detail, 

the ability to work with ambiguity, navigate complex work environments, and manage multiple 
projects simultaneously.  

• The credibility, maturity, and sound judgement required to eLectively engage and leverage 
senior leaders and volunteers in the cultivation, solicitation, and stewardship of key prospects 
and donors.  

• Highly motivated and dedicated to the goals of advancing secondary education, with a genuine 
appreciation for Jesuit, Catholic education and the values of Fairfield College Preparatory 
School.  

• Flexibility and willingness to travel and participate in evening/weekend events, as needed. 
• Experience working with various technologies including advanced knowledge of Microsoft 

Office Suite and Raiser’s Edge NXT; experience with GiveCampus preferred. 

Salary: Commensurate with experience, salary band ranges $125,000 to $140,000.  

To Apply: Apply online here. While not required, cover letter is strongly encouraged.   

 

https://ffd.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/EmploymentOpportunities/job/Fairfield-CT/Director-of-Major-Gifts--Fairfield-College-Preparatory-School_JR0002315

